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Drawing is a skill that anyone can develop. The secret to going from someone who thinks they 
can't draw to someone who knows they can draw is... learning some art principles and putting 
them into practice. Drawing can be so enjoyable - as we have known since childhood - that we 
can replace the word “practice” with “play.”

Playing around with pencils, pen and ink, watercolor paints, acrylics, oil paints, inked brushes, 
colored pencils, crayons, charcoal, chalk, pastels, and markers is a pleasure that can only be fully
enjoyed by playing and experimenting.

And let's not forget that we can play around with various types of drawing paper and other 
materials, such as cardboard, wood, plastic, leather, canvas, boards and walls. Temporary 
drawings may be made on a blackboard or whiteboard. 

Then there's the supporting tools, such as the ruler, eraser, tracing paper, light box, proportional 
divider and on and on. So many toys to play with!

And these types of toys are NOT just for kids! Art centers around the world are filled with adults 
who have never lost – or have rediscovered – the joys of continually creating and sharing their 
drawings or paintings.

The following tips are really art principles that should be learned in order to master the art of 
drawing. There are many, many more tips, which I'll be putting out in subsequent ebooks. If there
are any points you don't quite understand, just email me at Elaine@SkillfulArtists.com and I will
do my best to elaborate.

Enjoy the journey, dear art lover!

-Elaine

P.S. All the drawings in this ebook are from Pixabay.com. Therefore, these images are copyright-
free and you can use them any way you want. You may reproduce them.

However, the text is mine and not free to reproduce, but you can share this ebook with friends.
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========================================================.

Art Tip #1: It Has Been Said That All Art is an Experiment

=======================================================.

Each new art project you start has an unpredictable ending. Will it turn out as you first 
envisioned? Or will it take its own path and become something unexpectedly different. Both are 
good.

The fun with drawing begins before pencil touches the paper. First we explore what we would 
like to draw or paint. Then we decide whether we want our finished product to look just like the 
reference photo or something in our imagination. Both options are great. 

In addition to its more artistic forms, drawing is frequently used in commercial illustration, 
animation, architecture, engineering, and technical drawing. On the other hand, a quick, freehand
drawing, usually not intended as a finished work, is often called a sketch. 

We here at Skillful Artists  are more on the sketching side of things. Our artwork is free to be 
what we want it to be – or what it turns out to be. Art is art and nobody can say that our drawings
are not art, no matter what their personal feelings are about the finished product.

When you get into a drawing and you hear yourself say, “I wonder if I should put a house in the 
distance,” try it! By experimenting in this way, you'll discover what works and what doesn't. But 
don't be afraid of spoiling a drawing by trying something new. You can always redo the drawing 
until it's something you're pleased with enough to hang it on your wall.
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===============================================================.

Drawing Tip #2: Ideas for Quick Sketches

==============================================================.

Landscape ideas:

 Draw the view out of a window. Simplify it to contain only 3 things (3 elements).

 Draw a rock with part of it facing the sun and part of it in shade.

 Take a picture of your favorite tree in your neighborhood and sketch it on site or when 
you get home.

Still Life Ideas:

 Draw your favorite fruit with a bright light coming from one side or the fruit on a sunny 
table.

 Draw your favorite chair, or any chair.

 Draw your phone.

 Draw these mountains and add color to them. Make them look slightly different from the 
reference photo:
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==============================================================.

Drawing Tip #3: Drawing Exercises

=================================================================.

Choose some drawing exercises that can get you in the zone for drawing. Many artists do circles,
straight lines, hatching and the like.

I like to do pine trees. Pine trees make me use my hands in several directions. I have to make 
straight lines for the truck and then draw branches out to the left side and also the right side. I 
don't allow myself to move the paper. Instead, I make my fingers move in ways they don't 
normally move. 

Try this: Tape your paper down to your table or drawing board. If you are using a drawing board,
make it stationary by taping it to the table or putting heavy objects on it so it won't move. Sit 
straight in front of your paper and draw a pine tree of any size. Force your hand and fingers to 
draw the branches without moving your entire body to “get into a better position” for one side or 
the other.

After practicing this exercise a little bit for several days, you'll find that your hand and fingers 
are more cooperative. So draw a whole page of pine trees, overlapping. 

Page 4 ----- Copyright (c) Text Only



================================================================.

Drawing Tip #4: There are More to Pencils Than You Realize

===============================================================.

Drawing is a skill that many people think requires a natural talent. Fortunately, that is not true.  
With practice, anyone can become a better drawer.

Start by learning more about pencils and paper. Believe it or not, there's a lot to learn. Let's start 
with pencils:

Pencils come in a variety of ratings that tell you how hard or soft they are. By this I mean, there 
is a ratio of graphite to clay in every “lead” pencil. The more graphite there is, the darker the line
will be on the paper.

There is no lead in a “lead pencil.” That is a term people used centuries ago when the first 
pencils came out, and the term stuck. All pencils that we normally refer to as lead pencils or #2 
pencils are made of graphite and clay.

But there are different ratios of these two materials. Even among graphite #2 pencils, I have 
found that some brands produce a slightly darker line than others. For example, the PenGear 
brand pencil gives me a slightly darker line than the Jot brand, which was my favorite until I 
experimented with PenGear.

My PenGear pencil is marked “No. 2 (HB)”. This means it is right in the middle of H (hard) and 
B (soft). My Jot pencil just has just “2” on the side, but it means the same thing. However, as I 
mentioned, the PenGear's graphite is a slight bit softer. Maybe only an artist would notice this, 
but that's what I mean by there's things to learn about pencils.

If you buy a set of artists' pencils, they will come with some “H” and some “B” pencils. Pencils 
labelled "H" get progressively harder as the numbers go up. A 10H is much harder than a 4H. But
you might find that that 10H is harder to erase, even if the line is lighter. You can experiment 
with this.

By contract, pencils labelled "B" are softer and good for thicker, darker lines. They, too, progress
with the numbers. A 6B is softer than a 4B. 

My favorite pencils to draw with are 2B, 4B, 6B and 8B. 

I start my sketch with the 2B. And I leave these lines alone where the object is getting direct 
sunlight.

I use the 4B to make a slightly darker line or area. 

The 6B pencil is for things in shadow.
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The 8B pencil is for the very darkest parts of my drawing.

I think my preferences are fairly standard because when I read books or watch videos on pencil 
drawing, I see other artists gravitating toward the same number hard and soft pencils.

So if you're thinking of buying a professional set of pencils, you really don't need the largest set 
you can find. Instead, look for a set that has this variety to start and you might discover you don't
need more than these.

This is my favorite set of pencils and it costs only about $10. “Staedtler Mars Lumograph 
Black, Carbon Blend Provides Jet Black Lines, Professional Art Pencils, Tin of 6 
Assorted Black Sketch Pencils, 100B G6”:

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B018W0FOGY/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?
ie=UTF8&th=1
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============================================================.

Drawing Tip #5: Paper Has Many Characteristics

============================================================.

Paper is as different as pencils. There is thin, thick, smooth, rough, drawing paper, mixed media 
paper, watercolor paper, charcoal and pastel papers and so on.

There is white paper, cream, toned, black and more.

Try this experiment: Go around your house and gather up all the different types of paper you can 
find. There is printer paper, note pads, newspaper, wrapping paper, etc. 

Then sit down with your pencils and draw circles and pine trees. Notice how each type of paper 
receives the graphite differently.

Then try to erase lines from these different types of papers. Some erase nicer than others. 

Some papers have an invisible coating on them. Some charcoal papers do. When I do a charcoal 
drawing on drawing paper, I find that the charcoal will not erase completely. However, when I 
use a real charcoal paper, my lines can be erased completely. So when I want to practice a 
drawing, I use a large sheet of less-expensive drawing paper. When I'm ready to do the final 
drawing, I switch to my charcoal paper and find the experience is a breeze!

Try to get in tune with  how the pencils and paper interact. Decide which paper you prefer to 
draw on. Which ones are fine for doodling and experimenting? Which ones are your favorite for 
finished work?

Papers have various thicknesses or weights. In the United States, we see papers rated by the 
number of pounds. For example, a good watercolor paper is 140 lb or 140#. A nice mixed media 
paper can be 114 pounds. A good printer / copier paper can be 90 pounds. In other countries, I 
often hear people refer to the thickness in grams per square meter, (gsm or g/m2 or g/m2). My 
mixed media paper is labelled “114 lb. (185 g/m2)”. This paper is heavier than my regular 
drawing paper but not as heavy as my watercolor paper.

When you go to the craft store, look at the covers of the various pads of paper. 

• Notice the pounds and/or grams number. Feel the paper. Is it more like printer paper or 
more like card stock? 

• Examine the texture. Is it smooth or rough (toothed)? 

• What color is the paper? Is it pure white or off-white or cream? What color does the 
cover say it is? 
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• What does the company call this type of paper? Drawing paper? Mixed media paper? 
Pastel paper?

• What is the brand name? Some brands are famous for their quality, such as Strathmore 
and Canson. But even these brands have a wide range of paper in their product lines. But 
it's not necessary for a new artists to use only the very best paper. Any piece of paper can 
be used to practice on. But one really nice pad of paper for your final work is worth 
having.

• Notice the number of sheets in a pad of paper for the price. Once in a while you'll 
discover a real bargain. The pad will have lots of quality sheets at a really good price. But
you won't know that until you start studying the various papers that are out there 
available to us.
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============================================================.

Drawing Tip #6: Embrace the Ugly Stage

============================================================.

There is an ugly stage in almost every drawing and painting.

This ugly stage is put there by art demons to discourage the beginning artist who don't know they
exist to torment us.

So many people will quit their drawing or painting during the ugly stage because “it's not coming
how like I envisioned.” … But it very likely could, if you keep on keeping on. 

The ugly stage is the point at which you think about scrapping the project. But when you know 
that this piece must go though this capapillar phase before it becomes a beautiful butterfly, you 
patiently work on until the artwork becomes what you want. 

And it's like building a house: There's nothing beautiful in digging a foundation and pouring 
cement. But with patient and persistent work toward the final product, the house emerges as a 
beautiful structure with lovely colors and patterns that will bless a family for decades.

I have pulled countless drawings and painting out of the ugly caterpillar stage to bring them into 
the butterfly stage. All it took was belief that I might be able to do it. So I carried on, working 
with the art piece. Every time, I was happy I did. 

So when your artwork, whether it's a drawing or painting, gets to that stage, just say, “Oh, I see 
you are going through the ugly stage. Don't be sad. All artwork goes through it. All will be well 
in the end.” 

And just keep going.

The worst case is that you are unable to pull this artwork out of the ugly stage and into the light. 
That's okay, too. But don't just crumple it up and toss it. First, sit down with a pencil or pen and 
make notes on it. 

• Is an important element in the wrong place? Draw an arrow to where it should be.

• Did you try to put too many details into something that should be sketchy? Make a note 
of that on the drawing.

• Did you try to add too many elements into one drawing? Put an X through the items that 
could have been left out.

• Did you get the lighting wrong? Are the shadows place inconsistently? Are there no clear 
light and shadow places at all? Take your pencil and eraser and put in shadows on the 
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right side of items and lighten up the left side by erasing some of the dark lines on that 
side.

• If you used color, are you unhappy with the color? Use this drawing as a practice piece 
and test different colors on it to see if you can find the one that works good for this 
artwork.

Continue to analyze all the different aspects of the drawing or painting. Find as many places as 
you can where it could be improved. This is one of the fastest ways to improve as an artist.
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===========================================================.

Drawing Tip #7: Tips for Easier Learning

============================================================.=

1. It's easier to learn to draw from another drawing than from a photograph.

2. It's easier to learn to draw from a simple drawing (or from part of a drawing) than from a 
complicated drawing.

3. It's easier to learn to draw when there is a explanation of the steps than from just trying to
copy a drawing or figure it out on your own.
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============================================================.

Drawing Tip #8: Sketchbooks are Not for Everyone

============================================================.

If a sketchbook feels like a great place to explore and experiment, then it's a great tool for you. 
But if you feel that every drawing in your sketchbook has to be a good one, then a sketchbook is 
not for you.

I find the sketchbook tours on YouTube to be interesting, but not encouraging. I am not a 
sketchbook person. I prefer a single piece of paper on top of a smooth surface. If the artwork 
turns out good, then I keep it and maybe I frame it. If it doesn't turn out good, I make marks all 
over it with my suggestions for improvements and I get a new piece of paper and draw it again. 

This method works for me, but it might not work for you. Go by how you feel. 

• What encourages you to draw more? A new pad paper? A new sketchbook? A single scrap
of cheap paper? The edges of your To Do List? When music is playing or when things are
completely quiet?

• What is the scenario where you feel the most freedom to explore and mess up? On 
inexpensive paper? Some new type of paper? A new pencil? A dull pencil? Being alone in
a room? Sitting in your car? Waiting for the waitress at the restaurant? When skipping out
on doing your homework? What?

• Are you more alert in the morning, afternoon or evening? When do you think you'll 
create your best drawings? How can you make time during this part of the day for at least
one drawing?

For me, I'm encouraged to draw when I have a regular sharpened pencil and a bright white sheet 
of paper. I have the most freedom to mess up when I'm alone in my room and I plan to do this 
drawing over a few times until it's what I like. I'm most alert in the morning so I draw when I'm 
having my morning cup of tea.
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===========================================================.

Drawing Tip #9: Cheating is Not Always Cheating

============================================================.

Some people say it's cheating to trace something. I disagree because I understand that the hands 
have memory. For some people, tracing helps them to understand more deeply what they are 
seeing and learning to draw.

Of course, I'm not talking about tracing something and calling it your own original artwork. But 
if you're learning to draw, tracing is a valid practice, if it is done to learn to draw an object better.

Some people use projectors as part of their art process. Some people would call this cheating but 
I do not. If you are just trying to get the layout from a small drawing onto a large sheet of paper, 
a projector will help you to get proportions correct (maybe). Most projectors give a fuzzy image, 
so trying to copy one drawing or photo to a large surface has it's limits. But for just getting a 
large drawing off on the right footing, it's my opinion that using a projector is not cheating.

Consider the ruler. Do people think that using a ruler to draw a straight line for a building is 
cheating? No. But they may say that using a lightbox to get the corners of the building in the 
right place on the page is cheating. Guess what. I disagree. 

Tools are tools and art is art. It is my opinion that you can use whatever tools you have available 
to create the art you want. We are not reproducing a photograph to look like a photograph. We 
are not reproducing someone else's drawing and calling it our own drawing. We are just learning,
or getting proportions correct, or trying to understand how a composition is laid out. 

So the moral of this story is to question what other people are saying about art and about creating
art. It might be true and it might not. It might be true for them and not true for you. Decide for 
yourself.
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===========================================================.

Drawing Tip #10: Shadows and Shading Add a Lot to Your Drawings

===========================================================.

Children rarely add shadows or shading to their drawings. Instead, they draw the outline of 
something and color it in.

But when we're ready to advance and improve our drawing skills, shadows and shading are one 
of the first things that will make our drawings look more professional.

Notice how the shading on this little round green creature with white gloves has a rounded, 
almost soft look. This is done with shading. See where there is light green versus dark green? It's 
the same green with a darker “value.” The white gloves have the same effect: white where the 
light is hitting and gray where it is not. The “cast shadow” of the glove onto the green creatures's 
temple is also just a darker value of the same green color.

You could practice this with just a #2 pencil. Put light marks were the light green is and darker 
pencil marks (with the side of the pencil) where the shade is. 

I hope you enjoyed these first 10 art tips. More art tips are available on https://skillfulartists.com.
Visit this site for many art-related articles. Join the Skillful Artists community to get free drawing
lessons and ideas of things to draw and paint. Everyone is welcome!

-Elaine Foster

Email: Elaine@SkillfulArtists.com
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